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Mission

To eliminate underlying causes of health 
inequities, transform systems, and enable 

individuals and communities to thrive.



Core Values

Equity Integrity Humility Commitment



Vision

Missourians from all backgrounds will 
have a fair and just opportunity to live 

their healthiest lives.



Working in partnership with communities and nonprofits, Missouri 
Foundation for Health is transforming systems to eliminate 

inequities within all aspects of health and addressing the social 
and economic factors that shape health outcomes.

The Foundation is building a more equitable future through:

collaboration convening knowledge sharing strategic investments



At any given time, we’re 
committed to addressing 
a diverse mix of pressing 
issues in our region, 
never losing sight of the 
equity lens that shapes 
all our work.









Types of session convenings

• Regular Session: When the 
General Assembly meets to 
conduct business. The regular 
session is January through May. 
The session in odd-numbered 
years is called the first regular 
session; that in even- numbered 
years is called the second regular 
session.

• Veto Session: A session of the 
General Assembly to consider 
overriding vetoes of the Governor. 
A veto session is held starting on 
the Wednesday following the 
second Monday in September. 



Types of session convenings

• Extraordinary Session: A session 
of the General Assembly called by 
the Governor to consider specific 
business.

• Special Session: While the 
umbrella term of “special session” 
is commonly used to refer to both 
types of additional assemblies, a 
true special session is one 
controlled by the legislature. A 
session of the General Assembly 
called by two-thirds of the 
members of the House and Senate 
to consider specific business.





Types of bills

•House Bill (HB)
• Appropriations

• Senate Bill (SB)
•Might have “companion” bills

• Consent bill: A 
non-controversial bill which 
does not cost anything to 
implement and does not reduce 
revenues. There are limitations 
to amend a consent bill.



Types of bills that are resolutions

HOUSE
• House Concurrent Resolution 
(HCR)

• House Resolution (HR)
• House Joint Resolution (HJR)

SENATE
• Senate Concurrent Resolution 
(SCR)

• Senate Resolution (SR
• Senate Joint Resolution (SJR)



Who files/handles a bill

•Sponsor: The member of the 
House or Senate who 
introduce a bill.
•Co-sponsor: When two or 
more members of the House 
or Senate jointly introduce a 
bill.
•Handler: The member of the 
House or Senate who 
introduces a bill or is 
responsible for the bill on the 
chamber floor. 



Title of a bill

• Title: Notice of the subject of the 
bill.

• Titles of bills have a vote.
• Why does this matter:

• Amendments must be 
“germane” to the bill title 
meaning it relates to the 
subject matter being 
considered.

• Example, “patient consent to 
examination” to “public 
health” 





Types of committees

• Committee: A select group of 
members with a defined scope of 
responsibility. 
• Standing
• Statutory
• Conference Committee 
(House/Senate)

• Joint Committees of House and 
Senate

• Special or select
• Interim
• Task Force



Committees hold hearings

• Hearing: A meeting of a 
committee of the House or Senate 
to receive testimony from the 
public on a bill or topic. 
Exceptions for public testimony 
apply.
• 24-hour notice
• Senate/House differences
• Witness form

• For
• Against
• Informational purposes only



Executive session hearing

• Executive Session: A meeting of a 
committee to conduct business, 
usually to vote on bills referred to 
the committee.

• 24-hour notice (generally)

• Quorum: The number of members 
required for a body to do business. 
The rules of each chamber set this 
number for committees. The state 
constitution requires a majority of 
members to be present for the House 
and the Senate to conduct business.

• Do Pass (Voted or Reported)



Types of substitute bills

HOUSE
• House Committee Substitute (HCS)
• House Substitute (HS)
• Conference Committee Substitute 
(CCS)

SENATE
• Senate Committee Substitute 
(SCS)

• Senate Substitute (SB)
• Conference Committee Substitute 
(CCS)



Amendments

• Amendment: A modification of a 
bill or another amendment, 
offered in:
• Committee (House or Senate),
• On the floor (House or Senate), 
or

• In conference committee.



Towards the end of session …

•Senate Bill 106 could become
• HCS for SS for SCS for SB 106 

• Potentially the bill now 
includes the text of lots of 
other bills



House and Senate floor votes

• House
• Roll calls are conducted by 
electronic means. 

• Senate
• Roll calls are done by orally 
polling senators one at a time.



Fiscal note

•Fiscal note: An estimate of 
the effect a bill will have 
upon state and local revenues



Process review

• First read
• Second read

• Committee assignment
•Committee hearing
• Executive session
• Perfection: The process of considering a bill in which the bill is 
subject to amendments. At the conclusion of this process, upon a 
favorable vote, a bill is order perfected and printed, which means 
that any amendments adopted are incorporated into the printed 
bill.
•Third read
•Again, in second chamber



Process review

• Senate/House: Additional committee hearings
• Consent
• Fiscal Review

• House: Additional oversight committee hearing and executive session on 
all non-appropriation bills – no public testimony

• Rules 
• Legislative
• Administrative



Relationships with legislators and staff

• House
• Your Representative(s)
• Bill Sponsor
• Leadership
• Committee chairs and 
vice-chairs

• Senate
• Your Senator(s)
• Bill sponsor
• Leadership 
• Committee chairs and 
vice-chairs



Goal: TAFP bills

•Truly Agreed To and Finally 
Passed (TAFP): Both 
chambers must pass identical 
forms of the bill for it to be 
TAFP. 



How do you keep up? 

• Tools like GovWatch or 
FastDemocracy

• Reliable organizations that track 
related issues like MFH, Missouri 
Council on Aging, Empower 
Missouri, etc. 

• Drafting Number (LR Number): A 
unique number assigned to a bill 
or amendment indicating the 
drafting source.







Governor’s actions

• Proclamations
• Executive orders
• Veto: The rejection by the 
Governor of an act of the General 
Assembly. 2/3 of both chambers 
to override. 

• Sign or veto “truly agreed to and 
finally passed” bills by July 14
• Appropriation exception for 
line-item vetoes and by June 
30





When do new laws take effect?

• Unless otherwise specified, 
effective date for bills passed in a 
regular session is August 28th.
• Appropriation bills (state fiscal 
year is July 1-June 30)

• Exceptions
• An emergency clause passed 
(requires an additional vote)

• Delayed implementation by 
date or action

• Veto override
• Ballot



New law and ongoing advocacy

•RSMo: Abbreviation for 
Revised Statues of Missouri, 
the codification of Missouri 
laws.



Next steps?

• Sign up for MFH Legislative 
Updates.
• Start to check prefiling in 
December. 
• Look forward to what the 2025 
legislative session will bring. It 
starts January 8. 
• Don’t hesitate to reach out 
with questions. 



Helpful links

•www.house.gov 
•www.senate.gov
•https://governor.mo.gov/ 
•https://revisor.mo.gov/main/Home.aspx
•https://mffh.org/our-focus/change-making-tools/health-p
olicy-advocacy/legislative-updates-activities-and-resources
/  
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