
Uniting  the  Fie ld  and  
Your Role  in Advocacy



Today’s Ob je ctive s

• Und e rstand  the  b asics of a fie ld  and  the  conce p t of fie ld  
b uild ing

• Conne ct with othe r advocate s ab out issue s that are  imp acting  
old e r ad ults across the  state  

• Discove r how YOU can p ar ticip ate  in advocacy



This Room as a 
Fie ld



What is a “Fie ld”?

• A fie ld  is a se t of ind ivid uals and  organizations working  to 
ad d re ss a common social issue  or p rob le m, ofte n d eve lop ing  
and  using  a common knowle dge  b ase . 

Br id ge sp an Group, 2020



Five  Characte r istics of a Fie ld  

Actors

Knowle d ge  Base

Re source s

Infrastructure

Fie ld -Leve l Age nd a



Re source s and  Infrastructure

The  “conne ctive  
tissue ” of the  fie ld

b oth financial forms 
of cap ital as we ll as 

nonfinancial sup port.



Knowle dge  Base  and  Fie ld  Leve l 
Age nda



Phase s of Fie ld  Build ing



Rig ht now, whe re  are  we  as a Fie ld ?

Evolving  Forming

Source : Ad ap te d  from Brid g e span Group

Eme rg ing



Why Uniting  Matte rs?



Whe re

can se rve  our Fie ld



Conne cting  organizations to b uild  a fie ld  of 
advocacy for old e r ad ults in Missour i.   

Bi-We e kly Advocacy Calls

Host statewide  coalition of 

organizations to le arn 

ab out le g islative  activitie s 

and  opportunitie s for 

advocacy.

Bi-we e kly dur ing  MO 

Le g islative  Se ssion 

(January-May) 

Ne twork 
Education/ Training

Provide  coalition training  

on a var ie ty of tre nds and  

top ics includ ing  a 

le g islative  p re paration 

Le g islative  Engage me nt 
and  Education  

Cre ate  aware ne ss and  

e ducational campaigns to 

he lp  inform MO 

Le g islators on the  

statewide  ag ing  

landscape. 



Inaug ural Policy Pr ior itie s 
2025



Policy Pr ior itie s Proce ss

• Me e ting s with Par tne rs + liste ning  and  b e ing  in the  
community

• Re se arch on state s that are  comp arab le  to Missour i

• Ove r 500 p ar tne rs invite d  to g ive  fe e d b ack





Prior ity Policy: Economic 
Se cur ity and  Stab ility

To inve st in e ffor ts that sup p ort 
old e r ad ults as we  age  in p lace  

throug hout Missour i, we  sup p ort 
e ffor ts to e nhance  e conomic 

se cur ity and  incre ase  e conomic 
stab ility.



Expand  Local Funds for Esse ntial 
Se rvice s for Missour i’s Olde r Adults



Prote ct Olde r Adults from Financial 
Fraud  and  Harm



Incre ase  Inve stme nts in Re source s for 
Family Care  Provide rs



Advocacy

• Any action that sp e aks in favor of, re comme nd s, 
arg ue s for a cause , sup p orts or d e fe nd s, or p le ad s on 
b e half of othe rs. 

De finition Courte sy of Alliance  for Justice



5 Esse ntials Function of Advocacy

• Inform 

• Leve rage

• Voice  

• Organize  

• Asse ss
 Source : Le sniak Institute  for Ame rican Le ad e rship



Missourians, Age  We ll

•One  Que stion: 
• Missour ians, how can we  age  we ll? 



Missourians, Age  We ll
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